
 

 

 

 
We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country 

throughout Victoria and pay respect to the ongoing 

living cultures of First Peoples. 
 

Principal, Margaret Leach 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
WELCOME BACK 
It was lovely to see our students returning after the 
holiday break. Our new preps are a joy. Later this 
term you will be invited to meet your child’s teacher. 
Invitations will be sent in the next few weeks. 
 
COMPASS 
Communication will occur through COMPASS. Please check 
notifications and emails for upcoming events. You can also find 
the school newsletter on the webpage. 
 
2024 STAFF & Acting Principals 
Meadow Heights Primary School community welcome back 
Zeina Shipperlee for the 2024 school year. I will be on leave for 
term 1 2024. Mrs Sharon Peluso and Mrs Amy Backas will be 
Acting Principals during my absence this term and Mrs Stacey 
White will take on the role of Acting Assistant Principal. Feel 
free to contact them. 
 
COVID INFECTION  
There is at present an increase in community transmission of 
COVID-19 in Victoria. You can help us keep our school as safe 
as possible by taking 2 important steps: 
 
1. Ensure your COVID-19 vaccinations are up to date. 
Information on how and where to get vaccinated is available 
on the Get vaccinated webpage. 
2. If your child shows symptoms of COVID-19, please ensure 
they stay home and get tested. The easiest way to test is to 
use a rapid antigen test (RAT). 
 
Free RATs are available from your local council where you can 
collect 2 packs of 5 RATs and an extra 2 packs for each person 
in your household. People with disability and their carers can 
get 4 packs of 5 RATs. You are not required to have a Medicare 
card and you can collect RATs as many times as you need. You 
can also buy RATs at supermarkets, pharmacies and other 
retailers.  If your child has symptoms but tests negative, please 
ensure they stay home until they no longer have symptoms.  If 
the RAT test result is positive, please ensure they say home for 
at least 5 days and until there are no more symptoms. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support – these steps will help us all stay 
well. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council.  
MHPS school council has parent, community and staff 
representatives. Elections will be held this term and if you 
would like to nominate please ask our office staff for a 
nomination form. Parents on school councils provide 
important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help 
shape the direction of the school. School council members can 
directly influence the quality of education that the school 
provides for its students.  
 
If you would be interested in becoming a School Councillor 
please collect a nomination form at the office. School Council 
meets eight times in a year on the second Tuesday of the 
month.  
 
We have an exciting year ahead. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Mrs LEACH 
School Principal 
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Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 

8:30am to 4:00pm 
The office is CLOSED during all school holiday periods 
 

 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR DETAILS? 
 

Please immediately notify the School Office of 
any changes to your address or contact details.  
Please update your email address for COMPASS 

information. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

DAY DATE ACTIVITY 
 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL TO ALL STUDENTS 
 

FEBRUARY 2024 
Friday 2nd Assembly – Senior School Grades 3 to 6 
 
Monday to Friday 5th to 9th PREPS 8.50am to 1pm School times 
 
Friday 9th Assembly – Junior School Grades 1 to 2 
 
Monday to Friday 12th to 16th PREPS 8.50am to 2.30pm School times 
 
Monday 19th PREPS 8.50am to 3.20pm full time 
 
MARCH 2024 
Monday 11th LABOUR DAY – NO SCHOOL 
 
Thursday 28th 2.30pm pick up - Last Day of Term I 
 
APRIL 2024 
Monday 15th 8.50am School restarts Term II 
 
 



  
 

 

Some Tips from the MHPS Wellbeing Team 

 
 

 

 

  



 LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Library starts this week, please make sure you have your Library 

bags so that you can borrow!  

 

  LIBRARY 
Parents/Caregivers, here is the 

Library timetable for your children 
to assist you in ensuring that they 
return their Library books on time 

each week! 
 

2024 LIBRARY TIMETABLE for Term 1 

PREPs  A and B Monday 

PREP C Wednesday 

1A Ms Marks Wednesday 

1B Ms O’Connell Monday 

1C Ms PENNINI Wednesday 

2A Ms Pirro Tuesday 

2B Ms Isdar Tuesday 

2C Mr LaMattina Wednesday 

34A Mr Torchia Thursday 

34B Mrs Bell Thursday 

34C Mrs Durna TBC 

34D Ms Delaney Tuesday 

56A Ms Caruso Monday 

56B Mr Pace Tuesday 

56C Mr Knox Tuesday 

56D Ms Lang Monday 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
With higher UV levels from September onwards it is important to use a combination of sun-

protection measures to minimise the risk of skin and eye damage and skin cancer. 
  

From TERM IV when outdoors at MHPS, it is COMPULSORY that staff and students wear 
appropriate clothing that covers as much skin as possible and a legionnaire cap to protect the head, 
face, neck and ears. Staff and students should also apply SPF 30+ broad spectrum sunscreen, use 

shade whenever possible and if practical, sunglasses should also be worn. 
  

Students without appropriate hats must sit in the shade in the main courtyard during their breaks. 
NO HAT! NO PLAY! NO SUN! 

  
MHPS appreciates your support in our efforts to encourage your child about the importance of being 

SunSmart. MHPS legionnaire caps can be purchased at the school office for $8 via eftpos 
(no cash). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



m 3: self-nomination form for parent meber category 



 
 
 
I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent member on the school council. 
 

Name 

 
 

Residential Address: 

 
 

Contact phone (mobile or landline): 

 
 

Email: 

 
 

I am the parent/guardian of 

 

who is/are currently enrolled at this school. 
 

Statement Yes  
(Mark with 
an x) 

No 
(Mark with 
an x) 

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training   

I am an employee of the school council   

I am engaged in work at and for the school.   

 
I am prepared to serve as a parent member of the above-named school council.  
 
I hereby declare that: 
 
 I am not, and have never been, insolvent under administration 
 I am of sound mind 
 I have not been found guilty of an offence that is, or would if committed in Victoria be, an indictable offence 
 I am not a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004. 
 I am not suffering from any medical condition that would affect my ability to perform the role of member of a school 

council. 

 
Signature of Candidate 

 

 

Date:  

 
 

 

 

 

You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 
The personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election 
nomination process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your 
personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting or at 
any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll. 
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) 
posted in a prominent position at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). 
Further, the name, membership category, gender (optional), term of office, office held (if any) of school 
council members and notification whether the member is an employee of the Department will be 
forwarded to the Department of Education and Training by the principal by 30 April each year as a record 
of council membership and may be used for statistical purposes. 

You can access your personal information by contacting the principal on: 

 

If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted.  
If you have any queries about the school council nomination process, please contact the principal. 
  



FORM 5: SELF-NOMINATION FORM FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEE 
MEMBER CATEGORY 
 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a school employee member on the 
(school name below) 

 

school council 

Candidate’s details 

Name 

 

 

Residential Address: 

 

 

Contact phone (mobile or landline): 

 

 

Email: 

 

 

Statement Yes  
(Mark 
with an 
x) 

No 
(Mark 
with an 
x) 

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training   

I am an employee of the school council   

I am engaged in work at and for the school.   

 
I accept the nomination and I am prepared to serve as a school employee member of the above-named 
school council.  
 
I hereby declare that: 
 I am not, and have never been, insolvent under administration 
 I am of sound mind 
 I have not been found guilty of an offence that is, or would if committed in Victoria be, an indictable 

offence 
 I am not a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004. 
 I am not suffering from any medical condition that would affect my ability to perform the role of member 

of a school council. 
 

Signature of Candidate 

 

Date  

 
You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 
The personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election 
nomination process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your 
personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting or at 
any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll. 
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) 
posted in a prominent position at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). 
Further, the name, membership category, gender (optional), term of office, office held (if any) of school 
council members and notification whether the member is an employee of the Department will be 
forwarded to the Department of Education and Training by the principal by 30 April each year as a record 
of council membership and may be used for statistical purposes. 

You can access your personal information by contacting the principal on: 

 

If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted.  
If you have any queries about the school council nomination process, please contact the principal. 
  



 



  



 

 


